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POLITICAL CRIBIB IN JAPAW

Poreign Rinister &imitm’s return to Tokyo this week, to rmrt
s the desdlocked Japan-Soviet ireaty negotiations, has wrought
oul into the open a gﬁliii&#ﬁ storm which presents the xatuyggx
Sovernnent with s serious crisis,
A. The dispute arises out of a confliet within the ruling

ral-Democratic Party over the aeiiﬁa Japan sheuld take

in its vegotiations with the USSS,

2. 'This conflict {s being intensified by » bitter struggle for

sontrol of the party in expectation of Uatoyssa's long-promised
retirement, | ,
The present dissention centers 6n whether to sceept the present
Soviet terms, reject them, or sead Prime Ninister Hatoysma to
Momcow in an stiempt to resch a compromise.
Treoaty Wtutim are now suxmme over & Soviet desmnd that
Japan recognize a line drawn bﬁtma He&ui,éa and the southern
nowt W%.l# 1slsnd (Kunashiri) as the boundary between the two
sountriew, ?his, in effect, would :ctanvioéga Soviet sovereigaty
over the complete Euriles chainm. 25X1
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Japanese goverament, L-D psrty leaders and the

public seen to be as firmly opposed to conceding Soviet 25X1

sovereigniy over the Southera Ruriles as the B8SsR 1$x224&1l1£1ﬂ5
it.

is to th§ party fight, Hstoyama has often ssserted that a
restoration of diplomatic relstions with the PSSR would Crown
his saresr, snd that he would then be willing to retire. Each
fantion in the L-D Party wants to be in & position te take up
Eatoyama's mantle when he retires.

A,

B.

<.

Bstoyams’s proposed "compromise” trip to Moscow would necessitate
the appointment of am acting Prime Minister and opposing party
factions feel that the bolder of this office would have an
inside track to the premlership.

There is some gesuine fear that Hutoysma, is his sagerness to
w&ntart'ihgnatsﬁ-&oviez relations, migai #ell Japan down ike
river, _

There iﬁ & danger that the present crisis will éarnxngatly
spiit the 1L~ ¥ar%;. lost aﬁ;afvcr# believe, however, thati
the L-Us will ride out the erisis, because the conservatives
Are unwilling to face mnother general electiom in which the
asw-united Socislists would be certain to maks further gaias.
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